THE MAN I KNEW

her husband, the King. I can see her now, rather flushed,
looking beautiful in her pale blue dress and magnificent dia-
monds, taking simply this Order given to her officially, just
like anyone else. Douglas was amongst those to whom an
Order was given.

There was rather an alarming incident during the cere-
mony. A cry of "Fire!5* was raised. Curiously, no one ap-
peared to realise that we were in a tent and that in order to
get out all that had to be done was simply to lift the flaps
on all sides. The panic was terrible for a moment and every-
body rushed for the entrance. One distinguished lady com-
pletely lost her head and called out, "King or no King, I go
out of here!" Then someone shouted, "Sit down, sit down",
and the panic was miraculously calmed. Of course when one
remembered the tents which had already been burned down
just in a few minutes one could be excused for being afraid.
We heard afterwards that a tent occupied by Lord Crewe's
secretary, and close to the Queen's tent, had caught fire and
had been burned down in three minutes. The calmness
shown by the King and Queen whilst the panic was at its
height greatly helped to allay the excitement.
Thus ended the ceremonies of the Durbar.
On the 15th of December Douglas handed over all the
papers concerning the work which he had done to General
Sir Percy Lake, who succeeded him. We went to see the
assault-at-arms and races, also an excellent musical ride
given by the iyth Lancers, with whom we dined that night
in camp. I was greatly impressed by the silver on their table,
and asked the Colonel whether they had all the regimental
silver with them. He replied that they had debated the matter
seriously and decided that they must make a good show for
such an important event, The fire, though, had caused him
much anxiety. On the next day all those who were staying
in the Commander-in-Chief's camp were photographed.
Their Majesties left at 12 noon, the King for Nepal, where
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